Can is a very important verb in English, and you have used it many times before.

Here, we are thinking about can for ability.

But it is a modal verb, so it has no third person form, no infinitive form, and no gerund
Sometimes in English we need to use a verb in the infinitive.

For example, let’s use the verb go
I would like to go to London

He wants to go to the disco

These sentences use the infinitive of the main verb, go.

So what do we do when we want to use can in this way? It has no infinitive, remember.
Well, there is a solution. We use a different form, with the same meaning.

be able to = can

Look at these examples:

I can play the flute.

Here, the verb is in the present simple

Now let’s use it in the infinitive

I would like to can play the flute. WRONG

I would like to be able to play the flute. CORRECT

When you need to put this verb in the infinitive, use to be able to
I will can

 WRONG
say

I will be able to
I used to can
WRONG
say

I used to be able to
He pretends to can
WRONG
say
He pretends to be able to
